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Subject: Clarification on phytosanitary certification requirements for 

consignments from Ukraine  

Dear Mr Tkachuk, 

Thank you for your letter dated 1 September 2025 (No 13.1-3/22210), in which you 

informed the Commission of a letter received by Poland dated 22 August 2025 (№ 

BNFiWM.4310.111.2025) in which it is stated that consignments from third countries 

must be accompanied by one original phytosanitary certificate, and for third countries 

issuing electronic phytosanitary certificates, the electronic document takes precedence. 

I would like to support the communication from Poland and confirm that this topic was 

discussed with EU Member States during the Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, 

Food and Feed – Section Plant Health, and that consignments from third countries entering 

the Union must be accompanied by a single original phytosanitary certificate, irrespective 

of its format. It has come to my attention that Member States have encountered instances 

in which consignments of plants, plant products and other objects entering the Union from 

Ukraine were accompanied by a paper phytosanitary certificate, while an electronically 

signed certificate (ePhyto) was also submitted through the IPPC ePhyto Hub to TRACES. 

This practice has led to confusion among border inspectors.  

As the electronic signature with a qualified digital certificate that you applied in 

accordance with EU rules since 3 February 2025 on XML data submitted through the IPPC 

ePhyto Hub has the same legal value as a handwritten signature, I strongly recommend you 

to stop issuing paper certificates and opt for the electronic format of phytosanitary 

certificates when exporting plants, plant products and other objects to EU Member States. 

Finally, I wish to express my sincere appreciation for your strong cooperation and 

continued efforts to ensure compliance with EU legislation. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

[e-signed] 

Bernard Van Goethem 
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c.c.: HE Mr Vsevolod CHENTSOV, Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary, Head of Mission: pm_eu@mfa.gov.ua 

Electronically signed on 06/10/2025 22:51 (UTC+02) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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